THA'NA1.                                    235
productive qualities of the soil should be substituted. The rates proposed compared favourably -with those lately sanctioned for Bassein for ten years, which had led to the whole of the garden lands being taken up.
In 1839 a considerable increase in cultivation was reported in ISTasriipur in consequence of the revision. The custom of adding to a ryot's suti, or permanent holding, any land he cultivated for over a year was directed to be inquired into and reported on by the Revenue Commissioner. In 1840 the good effects of the abolition of transit duties was perceptible in the eagerness of the people to take advantage of the best markets for the sale of their produce, and in the increase of the number of carts, by which means they were becoming independent of money-lenders. It was stated that there was great abuse practised in the grant of ish'wa, (gradually increasing) leases for the cultivation of waste lands, and that it was not uncommon for officials or broken-down farmers to obtain such leases for twenty or thirty years, and immediately to sublet them at a profit to tenants. The Collector accordingly proposed to substitute for this system, one of offering waste lands for public competition, and the sanction of Government was given to the proposal. They also approved of the plan of giving relief to ryots in places where a revision could not at once be carried out, by commuting their grain into cash payments at rates below those ruling in the market. In 1842 the revenue of the Kolabsi State, lately brought under the direct management of the Agent, was first shown separately in the revenue accounts of the Collectorate. In this State a number of objectionable taxes to the value of over Es. 35,000 were abolished during the year, and the system of accounts was improved by clearing out of them large sums hitherto shown in them on account of fictitious exchange.
In 1842 orders were issued for a continuation of the rough revisions of assessment in other subdivisions that had been made in Nasrapur, Murbad, &c., with a success proved by the fact of land having acquired a saleable value; such revisions would at a trifling sacrifice of revenue prepare the way for the general revision, which it was hoped might soon be undertaken, at a small expense, by making use of measurements already made, supplementing their deficiencies, and having a rough classification of